
Block 244, Plot 5151 Majid Musisi, 
Kampala, Uganda 

info@teachforuganda.org 

www.teachforuganda.org 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

To nurture leaders who are committed to advancing equitable access to quality education in low-income 

communities. 
 

                                               TFU P.1 ASSESSMENT TOOL 

 
 

This tool is used to measure proficiency for both English and Mathematics for children in grade 

one. The tool provides sample questions that check for proficiency in the two areas as guided by 

the National curriculum guide for Primary I. It contains the competence required and how it can 

be measured. 

 

Guidelines to using the tool. 

Probing and Repeating  

Probing and repeating are critical components of administering this tool, but it is important to 

clearly understand when and how much is appropriate. Too little probing/repeating might bias 

results towards an incorrect response. A child could have known the answer but not understood 

the question or responded to the wrong question. Too much probing/repeating might bias results 

towards a correct response. A child who receives many opportunities to respond may be helped 

by the extra chances.  

Probing should be used to clarify your understanding of a child’s response. We probe to make 

sure we clearly understand the child and their intended response.  

You may repeat each question ONCE for the child. You may repeat a question for the reasons 

listed below. Wait for 5 seconds before repeating any question. This is important to standardize 

the way the assessment is administered and to allow children the necessary time to think and 

respond.  

1) the child does not respond or looks confused,  

2) the child demonstrates that they have misunderstood the question by giving a response 

to a different question or by talking about something irrelevant or  

3) child requests for the question to be repeated.  

When not to repeat or probe? 

1) DO NOT repeat a question after a child has provided an incorrect response, 

appropriate for the question. If the response is relevant to the question but is 

incorrect, accept the response and score appropriately.  
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2) DO NOT repeat or probe if you have already repeated or probed once and have waited 

the 5 seconds for the child to respond. It is very tempting to continue repeating a 

question and rephrasing it in different ways to help the child with the response, but 

this poses a big problem for standardizing an assessment because it gives unequal 

advantage to different children. 

 

Administering the tool 

During an assessment, the enumerator scores the child’s response and does not provide answers 

or explanations about the task. The structure of the practice questions is as follows: 

o Provide the instructions for the question and ask the question. 
o Wait for the child to respond.  
o If the child responds correctly, acknowledge that the response was correct and repeat the 

correct response.  
o If the child does not respond or responds incorrectly, provide positive encouragement 

and then provide the correct response for the child and explain why.  
o Stay friendly to the child as you administer the tool. 

 
Scoring: 

o It is very important to score as you administer each question, if you wait to score at the 

end, there are high chances that you may forget the learner’s responses.  

o At the end of the assessment, make time while you are still with the child to check your 

entire scoresheet and ensure that no responses were omitted.  

o If a child corrects themselves while still focused on the item, record the response as 

correct. 
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Assessment tool 1: Numeracy 
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Questions; Counting: How many members are there in each set? 

Grading for mathematics 

Level Grading Grading 

Counting 1 – 9 ● If the child can count at least 4 out of any 5 symbols, take the child to 
numbers 10‐99 

● If the child cannot count 4 symbols correctly, mark the child as “nothing”  

Number recognition 
from 10‐99 ● If the child can recognize at least 4 out of any five numbers, take the 

child to numbers 100‐999 

● If the child cannot recognise 4 numbers correctly, mark the child as 

“counting 1‐9” 

Number recognition 

from 100‐999 

● If the child can recognize at least 4 out of any five numbers, mark 
the child as “can do” ‐ take the child to number place values and 
then addition 

● If the child cannot recognise 4 numbers correctly, mark the child 
as “can’t do” ‐ take the child to number place values and then 

addition 

Place value ● The child places all given numbers in their correct place value, mark 

as“can do” – take the child to addition 

● The child cannot places all given numbers in their correct place value, 

mark as “can’t do” – take the child to addition 

Addition ● If the child attempts any 3 and 2 are correct, take the child to 

Subtraction. 

● If the child cannot get 2 sums correctly, mark the child as “number 

recognition 10‐99”. – end of math test 

Subtraction ● If the child attempts any 3 and 2 are correct, take the child to 
multiplication. 

● If the child cannot get 2 sums correctly, mark the child as “Addition”. – 
end of math test 

Multiplication ● If the child attempts any 3 and 2 are correct, take the child to Division. 

● If the child cannot get 2 sums correctly, mark the child as “Subtraction”. 

– end of math test 

 

Division ● If the child attempts any 3 and 2 are correct, mark child as “Division”  

● If the child cannot get 2 sums correctly, mark the child as 

“Multiplication”. –  end of math test 
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(Should attempt any 5, at least 4 must be correct)  
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Number Recognition 10 – 99 :( Should attempt any 5, at least 4 must be correct)  
 
 
 

22 73 21 

17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

34 84 69 
45 

 

 

Place Values. 

Identify the place value of the underlined number. Attempt all, at least 3 should be correct.  

Number TENS ONES 

24   

57   

98   

32   
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Addition. Add these numbers (Should attempt any 3, at least 2 must be correct) 
 
2 + 5 = ____                                                                                     4 + 8 = ____  
 
1 + 6 = ____                                                                                    7 + 2 = ____  

 
1 + 3 = ____                                                                                    5 + 6 = ____  

 
3 + 4 = ____                                                                                    5 + 5 = ____  

 
 
Subtracting. Subtract these numbers (Should attempt any 3, at least 2 must be correct) 
 
 
9 – 2 = ____                                                                                7 - 3 = ____ 
 
4 – 1 = ____                                                                                6 – 5 = ____ 
 
8 – 2 = ____                                                                                5 – 2 = ____ 
 
7 – 6 = ____                                                                                8 – 4 = ____ 
 
 
 
Multiplication: 
(Should attempt any 3, at least 2 must be correct) 
 
2 x 2 = ___                                                                                  3 x 2 = ___ 
 
1 X 5 = ___                                                                                  3 X 3 =____ 
 
4 X 2 = ___                                                                                 4 X 3 = ____ 
 
3 X 1 = ___                                                                                 6 X 2 = ____ 
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Division  
 
(Should attempt any 3, at least 2 must be correct) 
 
 
2  ÷  1 = ___                                                                           6   ÷ 2 = ____ 
 
4  ÷ 2 = ___                                                                            8  ÷ 2 = _____ 
 
3  ÷1 = ___                                                                             6  ÷ 3 = _____ 
 
10 ÷ 5 = ___                                                                          10   ÷ 2 = ____ 
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Assessment Tool 2: Literacy 
 

Grading English No penalty due to mother tongue influence 

Level Grading 

Letter identification level 
 
 

 

● If the child can identify 4 out of 5 letters correctly, take 
child to word level.  

● If the child can only recognize 3 letters or less, grade child 
as “nonreaders”.  – End of English test 

Word level ● If a child can read with ease at least 4 out of 5 words, take 

child to paragraph level. 
● If they can only read 3 or less words, grade child at “letter”.  

– End of English test 
Paragraph level 
 

● If the child can read any three of the sentences as a 
complete sentence (does not stop frequently or does not 
read the sentence as a string of words), take child to story 
level 

● If they are hesitant in the reading, grade child at “word” – 
End of English test 

Story level ● If the child can read with ease, fluency and the sentences 
as a long text (does not stop frequently or does not read 
the sentence as a string of words), ask the child the 
comprehension questions 

● If they are hesitant in the reading, grade the child at 
“paragraph” – end of English test 

Comprehension ● If the child get 1 question correctly, mark as 

“comprehension” 
● If the child cannot correctly answer 1 question, grade child 

at “story” – End of English test 
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Letter identification.  
Should identify at least 4 out of 5 letters correctly 
 

 

e t a n i 

o s h r d 

l c u m f 

g w b y p 
 

Word level  

Should read at least 4 out of 5 words correctly  

cap                 pig                     dog 
 

mat                 pit                       leg 
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pot                  lid                       mug 
 
rat                   net                      sat 

Paragraph/Sentence level  
Should attempt all, and should get at least 3 correct. 
 

Mary is sick. 

She has malaria. 

Tamale is her friend. 

He has one child. 

Her name is Bena. 

 
 

Story level 
 

Allow the child to read the story. 
 

My name is Namale. I have a friend. She is called 
Jane. Today, my mother took us to school. She 
drove us in her car. It was very early in the 
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morning. We were the first children to reach the 
school. 
 
 

 

Questions 

1. What is the name of Namale’s friend? 
2. Who were the first children to reach the school? 
 
 


